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Public  Ownership 


i'lihlii'  Ownership  ill  Canada  t«)-day 
stands  trit'd,  tcstrd  and  accepted. 

WIm  were  the  jiioneers  in  its  advoeaey? 
The  workers. 

What  political  party  is  the  stron^jfest 
;;dv()i'ate  of  I'ulilie  Ownership''  Tlie 
l,.i!.<,r  Party. 

Labor  demands  the  eoinmon  ownership 
(ii  Railroads  and  P^xpress,  Steamships, 
Mines,  Forests,  Fisheries,  Factories,  Tele- 
i^iaph  and  Teleplione  Services,  Water  and 
i.iirhtinji'  Plants,  Cold  Storaj;e  Plants  and 
Stores.  Tiabor  is  not  contented  with  the 
present  limited  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  Public  Ownership.  It  should  be 
extended  to  the  limit  of  its  usefulness, 
till  private  monopoly,  graft  and  extortion 
are  nigh  impossible,  and  all  who  work 
receive  the  full  product  of  their  labor. 
Hut  while  Labor  believes  in  the  Public 
Ownership  of  many  things,  it  stands  for 
the  private  ownership,  in  accordance  wiih 
the  value  of  one's  labor,  of  all  wealth  such 
as  Houses,  Furniture,  Books,  Pictures, 
Clothing,  and  distinctly  personal  effects. 

Labor's  attitude  may  here  be  defined 
in  a  few  sentences: 

1.  Labor  stands  for  the  Public  Owner- 
ship of  Capital. 
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2.  Labor  stands  for  the  Priv^^f^  n 

„  ship  Of  Wealth,  :xz:rjjr 

^'  fh^'^ZIt'"^'  ^°/  ^"^  P"^^'"  Owner 
_    sh.p  of  the  product  of  ones  labo- 
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(1)  Private  Ownership. 

(2)  Cold  Storage.* 

(3)  Land  Speculation. 

(4)  War  and  Militarism. 


IJoyoiid     reportiiHr     the     ahnvn     «o 
"'-'I'in^'  wa.s  done.    B„  '  ,e  r  n^rt  sa  IHn 
^IWort  otW^.blie  Ownership f^'GnSm- 
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spt'tikiuj.',  Ill''  r<'ilu<'li')ii  of  clci-ti-ic  li^'lil 
I'liiiTL't^s  li;i>  iKMMiiiip.mi.'d  tlir  ;jri)\\tli  ot 
I'lihlic  (^w  ii('rslii|i.  "  (  Pji^'e  .'{17.) 

TluMi  !m!I(»\\>  ;i  r.'f.'i-.'iii't'  to  tlic  llvilro- 
Kli'i'trii*  ( 'omiiiissioti  of  ()iit;ii'io.  which 
sfiys :  "III  N|tilt'  of  ih'-  ciirrt'iil  tnith'iit'ics 
ihf  |ii"i<M'  of  fh'clric  liivht  iii«j'  has  froiic 
(h»\\ii  almost  (tiii'-|ia!f  following'  the  miuii- 
cipali/at  imi  of  plants  and  ihi'  operation 
liy  th('  llyiiro  l*]!t'i't  I'ic  ( 'oiiinii^>ioii  of 
Ontario — a  result  whii-h  foi-ccd  down  the 
price  of  iUuniinat in^'  jjras."     (P.    lOdi).) 

The  iiiunicipal  cK't-trii'  li-^ht  and  ]).)W(^r 
plant  of  Winnipeg''  saved  tlie  ])eoplt'  of 
that  .-iiy  over  .^J,()()(),(H)()  between  IDll 
and  IMIT.  These  ti^Mires  are  ha^ed  on 
-tiiiiates  nuuh'  by  Mr.  J.  (\  (llas>,eo,  the 
!.i<ii!a^;er  of  the  plant.  The  doniestie 
liiihtin^'  rate,  before  the  inuiiieii)al  plant 
was  establislied  in  IDOb,  was  20  cents  a 
'<i!o\\att  I'our.  In  1907  it  ^^■as  brouiriit 
.JDwn  to  10  eents  per  k.w.h.,  and  in  1911 
to  7' 2  eents  per  k.w.h.  The  inunieipal 
phmt  was  selling'  light  by  1917  at  3  1/3 
cents  ])er  k.w.h. 

In  St.  Honifaee,  ]\Ia.i.,  in  1900,  a  pri- 
vately owned  plant  eharged  the  people  20 
cents  per  k.w.h.,  with  a  discount  of  10  to 
IT)  per  cent.;  but  in  October,  1911,  a  muni- 
cipal (electric)  plant  was  installed,  with 
the  result  that  by  1913  it  char<;ed  20  cents, 
with  ;;.")  per  cent,  discount.  It'  the  Public 
Ownership  of  electric  power  brings  down 
the  price,  what  will  it  do  if  applied  to 
other  necessities  of  life? 


I".  AiiMnili,,,  wlinv   |'„l,|i,.  ,,„„      ,  . 
-•■inn,,,. in    is  sir,,, ,  ""  iirr-lup 

I  ■■i,iiM,,invi..i|i|i   ill    Mliii         ;'""""    "1    III- 
l"il">r  (;„v,.r„„„    ,  '   l"''"^''"'   I"., 

^■•»-  s..  /•;'■''■'■  i"' ;■"''■'■■  ""'•  '■" 
■■"M  a ,„  ,1'  I, ',  ;";:,i  :;':""""-"'^ 

;"™t  -t'Tos,  ,i,„i„.,.  „,;,'.;,  I ''''"'■•■ 

!"»"    iv,„-|;.s    „,,.,,.,.;,.,,■      '"'^    "■'"■1<«. 
tals.     In  tiu.' I     ',,.'■     "'■""*•   •':»'    lio^^pi- 

"f    eh    -J.      I  I       ,''•;;'''''■  "'''  ''•"'»'''l  f''"- 
diari/v^  '       '"     "■'"'"'"     '1"^    •^•i"t    of 

^'*'t  .+-4.50  a  dav  f(>r  a  ^  iV'/'V  V"'';'"^ 
of  eight  hours  (  V  h  i  .If  ?^'  -'^^'^^ 
dinner)      There  Z,  !     ''"    ^'^'"^   ^o'' 
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iiiiiit'N  were  cuMscriii:.'.!  in  .laiiuary,  IJUS, 
.111(1  tl.f  rcMilt  was  $-J.(>n(),(Hii)  a  x,.;ir  flrar 
pi'ntit  fill-  tln'  State  — iKit  t'nr  pi-ivat"  iiuli- 
\ii|ii;iK.  A  foiii'-poinul  luaf  is  supplied  by 
Siatf  hakerics  lor  12  cents,  and  the  State 
liakeries  pay  1,1  per  cent,  luoi,  u,ii:t"s 
iliaii  pri\  afel\-()\vned  bakeries.  Even  tlif* 
lust  Itiitlfr  is  sold  at  27}  i-t'iits  a  pnund, 
Mill  clKU'se  at  Hi  <'ents.  iNnnpare  these 
with  Toronto  jirices  in  I)eeeinl)er,  191?: 

Australia,  Canada, 

State-  I'rivate- 

owned  owned 

1  Ih.    loaf l-_>,.  29c 

llutter  li.n.  5Se 

•heese    Klc  .32e 

Honey    10,.  40,. 

Tea  -Joe  60e 

Meat   i:5(.  28c 

Mutton  lie  HOe 

Sujiar  (i(.  I2e' 

Salmon    (ir  25e 

<Oal   (ton)   !+;;"). 00  ^11.75 

Took  Over  Sugar  Refineries  and  Reduced 
the  Price. 

"In  Queensland,  where  also  they  beliere 
that  'Labor  representation  is  the  most 
iM»wert'ul  weapon  the  Avorkers  ean  use 
a;,'ainst  the  arroganee  of  the  capitalists,' 
they  passed  an  Act  taking  over  the  suprar 
refineries  and  reduced  the  price  of  supra r 
from  12  to  6  cents  a  pound.  The  Gov- 
ernment conscripted  (without  compensa- 
tio)i)  over  nine  million  acres  of  land  from 
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Controlled  by  Labor. 


of  a  Conimomvealt    Com  V f  r  ^"'T*}"" 
-uDinatioii;   the  granting  of  ncnnv 

Plislipd  bv  fl-     ,t    J  ,'  ''^"  1"^  *>ccoin- 

tlie  British  hL    ^ht!'  ^"*f''a''».  ""<ler 

other  eon  m/'hl  'Z\"nT  ,"""  '"  "« 
'iinon,s,,rev/i|";,!';?,;7J4;'4l'ft.ereo.- 
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The  National  Health. 

T!i('  general  working  conditions  in  a 
rdiiiitry  soon  have  their  counterpart  in 
the  iiealth  of  the  people.  Public  Owner- 
ship Australia  Juis  a  much  hi<iiier  health 
staiidartl  than  other  countries  where  pri- 
\;ite  owiiershij)  still  holds  sway.  Look  at 
;hi^  table.  It  shows  the  death  rate  per 
iliuusand  in  vari(uis  parts  of  the  world: — 

(»)iieensland  9.(5:^ 

.\ew  South  Wales il.lll 

Western  Australia  8.97 

Xi'W  Zealand  9.5S 

South   Australia   10.10 

Virtoria  \{)M 

Tasmania    ^.S9 

Kn<!-land   and  Wales 14.4 

(  anada    12.0 

Scotland   14  (i 

Ireland    IG.;") 

(ierman    Empire 15.0 

France  17.7 

Austria   20.5 

Italy  17.9 

Spain  22.1 

llunjrary  23.3 

Russia    (European)    28.9 

The  Independent  Labor  Party,  bein<r 
desirous  of  havino;  this  country  peopled 
with  healtliy  and  vijrorous  men  and 
women,  has  included  in  its  platform, 
Public  Ownership. 

What  has  been  done  in  Australia  can 
bt'  doiu^   in  Canada.     Let  us  follow  their 
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example,  abolish  iineniploymeiit.  -iv.^  the 
workers  the  full  social  value  of  their  toil 
abolish  poverty,  hmi-er,  want  and  de^ra' 
datum,  and  make  th.  people  prosperous 
and  happy.     Support  the  Labor  Partv  in 


Its  effort,  to  extend  Public  Ownership 
the  limits  ot  its  possibilities. 


to 


''''^'thv'^^ZVJ^  central  executive  of 
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I^ass  this  on  where  it  will  do  the 
most  good. 
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